
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF CARROLL 

CITY OF LANARK         

August 18, 2026 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/ROLL CALL-Lanark City Council met in regular session at the 

Lanark City Hall at 7 p.m. Roll call taken by Marilyn Heller, City Clerk, showed Alderpersons 

present were Alisha Metz, Justin Rausch, Jim Plock, Ethan Lartz, Mark Macomber, and Brad 

Knutti. 

Mayor Jeri Rogan was present and presiding. 

Others present were: Attorney Ed Mitchell, Zoning Officer Doug Rominski, Maintenance 

Manager Jason Alvarado, Treasurer Deb Throop, Clerk Marilyn Heller, and Chief Troy Randall. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- was led by Mayor Jeri Rogan. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-MOTION-was made by Alderperson Ethan Lartz and seconded by 

Alderperson Brad Knutti to accept the minutes of the August 4, 2026 meeting as presented. 

Motion carried by 5 aye votes and 1 abstain. Aye votes; Aldermen Ethan Lartz, Brad Knutti, Jim 

Plock, Alisha Metz, and Mark Macomber. Alderman Justin Rausch abstained. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS- None 

 

Garbage Contract Bids – Possible Action – The council discussed the proposed Republic 

Services garbage collection rate, noting that the first-year rate would decrease slightly due to 

the removal of the yard waste charge. The council agreed to hold a public hearing to allow 

residents to provide input on the proposed contract and rates. The public hearing is scheduled 

for Tuesday, September 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM, and the formal contract will be obtained from 

Republic Services and forwarded to Ed for legal review. 

 

Treasurer Report – Possible Action – The Council discussed the adjustments shown on the final 

page of the paid summary report and clarified that they are internal, automatic adjustments 

made during the monthly closing process. With no further questions, A Motion was made by 

Alderman Brad Knutti and seconded by Alderperson Alisha Metz to accept the presented 

Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried by 6 aye votes. Aye votes; Aldermen Brad Knutti, Alisha 

Metz, Jim Plock, Justin Rausch, Ethan Lartz, and Mark Macomber. 

 

Levy Ordinance – Possible Action –  A Motin was made by Alderman Brad Knutti and seconded 

by Alderman Ethan Lartz to pass Ordinance # 1026, Levying the Annual Taxes for the City of 

Lanark for the Fiscal Year Beginning April 1, 2026 and Ending March 31, 2027. Motion carried by 

6 aye votes. Aye votes; Aldermen Brad Knutti, Ethan Lartz, Alisha Metz, Jim Plock, Justin Rausch, 

and Mark Macomber. 



 

STANDING COMMITTEES AND BOARDS-POSSIBLE ACTION- Public Relations/ Communication/ 

Parks and Rec. – Alderman Alisha -  Fall Fest is Sunday, October 11th from 11am to 3pm. The 

website is ready to launch. The council then discussed the condition and limited use of the City 

Park’s south shelter, which was built around 1960 and would be costly to properly repair. The 

Lions Club expressed interest in assisting with the demolition if the City provides dumpsters. 

The council also discussed repurposing the area for two pickleball courts, including potential 

construction costs, site requirements, and the possibility of obtaining a park grant to help fund 

the project A Motion was made by Alderman Mark Macomber and seconded by Alderman Brad 

Knutti to approve the removal of the south shelter at the city park. Motion carried by 6 aye 

votes. Aye votes; Aldermen Mark Macomber, Brad Knutti, Ethan Lartz, Alisha Metz, Jim Plock, 

and Justin Rausch.  Streets and Property – Alderman Ethan Lartz -discussed delays to the City 

Park curb and gutter/storm sewer project, which is now expected to begin Friday or Monday 

due to weather. Tuckpointing and painting work are continuing, with some minor delays, while 

the Pearl and School Street project is awaiting signed contracts from IDOT before a pre-

construction meeting can be scheduled. The Streets and Properties Committee also discussed 

revisions to the CIP fee on water and sewer bills, with plans to finalize the language and bring it 

back to the Council for approval. He further discussed residents mowing around utility flags, 

emphasizing that flags should not be removed or relocated, and a reminder will be sent to 

residents and the contractor. The committee also raised concerns about SURF’s advertising not 

mentioning the lifetime price lock included in the memorandum of understanding, and staff 

contacted SURF for clarification.  Water and Sewer - Alderman Brad Knutti – gave an update on 

the investigation involving properties on High Street and Carroll Street. Alex has contacted the 

property owners and is moving forward with the investigation, with one property requiring 

updated contact information. Once the investigation is completed and additional information is 

available, the matter will be brought back before the Council for further discussion. Alderman 

Personnel - Justin Rausch - discussed employee health insurance options, including the LCHP 

program and an intergovernmental plan that requires a two-year commitment. The alternative 

plans would be based on employee income, with estimated costs ranging from $1,000 to 

$3,000, and the Council noted that additional information is needed to determine whether the 

options would provide any benefit over the City’s current coverage. Clerk will provide the 

current insurance costs and additional program contact information so the options can be 

further evaluated. Economic Development – Alderman Mark – discussed the former comfort 

station building and the upcoming tax sale. The City has a lien on the property, which is 

scheduled for an online auction with a starting bid of approximately $800, but the process and 

potential outcome remain unclear. Council members expressed concern that the property 

could be purchased by someone who does not maintain or improve it, but also agreed that the 

City has little practical use for the building and does not want to become the owner. The 

possibility of the library using the building for storage or future expansion was mentioned, but 

no decision was made. Police, Public Safety, Ordinance, and Policy – Mayor Jeri Rogan - work is 



continuing on the CIP and animal ordinances, with Ed working on finalizing the animal 

ordinance.  

 

REPORTS-EMPLOYEES, ZONING/CODE OFFICER, ATTORNEY, CLERK, TREASURER, 

ALDERPERSONS AND MAYOR-  ZONING/CODE OFFICER Doug Rominski reported that notices 

for the Freeport Portfolio properties, including the old hotel and 627 N Broad, are due August 

31, after which the City will begin applying additional pressure if corrective action is not taken. 

The Council discussed the significant deterioration of the old hotel and the options of repair or 

demolition, with fines being considered as the next enforcement step before potential court 

action. The North Broad property also has foundation issues and renters, and the owner has 

indicated that repairs will be made. The demolition at 226 Pearl Street is complete, with some 

cleanup and backfill work remaining, and there was discussion that the property may be 

developed for multi-unit housing. Maintenance Manager Jason Alvarado - reported that 

annual backflow preventer inspections are required for certain buildings, including the fire 

station, and after several months of difficulty obtaining cooperation, the matter was resolved 

after the City issued a formal letter. He also reported that maintenance crews continue to 

complete pothole repairs and sidewalk work, with no major issues to report. Police Chief Troy 

Randall - reported that there is still no update on Zach’s return. There is also no new 

information on the new squad vehicle, and the Chief is continuing to obtain estimates for the 

vehicle graphics. City Clerk Marilyn Heller - reported that the Notice of Election was issued, 

August 25 candidate petitions will be available from the City Clerk and must be filed during the 

week of November 16–23. The upcoming election will include three four-year alderman terms 

and one two-year alderman term, with residents encouraged to contact the City Clerk with any 

questions. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION, REAL ESTATE, PROBABLE OR PENDING 

LITIGATION-MOTION-was made by Alderman Mark Macomber and seconded by Alderman 

Justin Rausch to convene in Executive Session at 7:37 p.m. in order to discuss pending litigation 

and employment. Motion carried by 6 aye votes. Aye votes; Aldermen Mark Macomber, Justin 

Rausch, Ethan Lartz, Alisha Metz, Jim Plock, and Brad Knutti.   

 

REGULAR SESSION-MOTION-was made by Alderman Ethan Lartz and seconded by Alderman 

Brad Knutti to reconvene into regular session at 8:53 p.m. Motion carried by 6 aye votes. Aye 

votes; Aldermen Ethan Lartz, Brad Knutti, Justin Rausch, Alisha Metz, Jim Plock, and Mark 

Macomber.   

 

ADJOURNMENT-MOTION-was made by Alderman Mark Macomber and seconded by Alderman 

Justin Rausch to adjourn at 8:54 p.m. Motion carried by 6 voiced aye votes.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Heller, City Clerk 


